Four of the five ward committees established for the Sweilendam Municipality are presently 
functional and meet on a quarterly basis. Two of the established ward committees became for 
various reasons non-functional. One of the involved ward committees had been re-established, 
while the ways to re-establish the other ward committee are still being investigated. 

Public participation objectives are presently in general achieved through the ward committee 
system and are further augmented by the involvement of stakeholder associations, such as 
taxpayer associations, community associations, chambers of commerce and organized 
agriculture involvement in municipal matters. Where possible, meetings are convened with 
stakeholder organizations to convey municipal information and to obtain comments on matters 
of public interest. 

From general public comments received, the implementation of a client service system for the 
Sweilendam Municipality also needed to be urgently attended to. This matter has been 
addressed by the purchase of an electronic client services and client care system in June 2009, 
which is currently being installed for implementation. The purchase of the afore-stated client 
services and care system also forms part of the planned turn around strategy of the institution. 
Staff for the client care services function, are also to be appointed in ensuing months. 


2.4.4 PERFORMANCE MANAGEMENT 

Chapter 6 of the Local Government: Municipal Systems Act, 2000{Act 32 of 2000), as amended, 
state that each municipality must develop and implement a performance management system, 
for the monitoring, review and evaluation of performance, with due consideration to the 
principles of Batho Pele. The intent of performance management is to measure the obtainment 
of the objectives of the organization, by evaluating the key performance output in relation to the 
input required for every service unit and /or individual. Performance measures must also be 
audited annually. 

The Municipality of Sweilendam has an adopted performance management system, which are 
currently revised to bring it in line with statutory stipulations recently proclaimed. The intend of 
the system revision is to introduce a more elaborated performance management and 
measurement system, which is directly linked to the institutions Service Delivery and Budget 
Implementation Plan (SDBIP). Performance evaluation committees for performance evaluation 
of individuals have been instituted, as prescribed in terms of the performance management 
system adopted. 

The full implementation of performance measurement measures for all staff members and 
service providers have not been formally introduced. Full compliance to afore-stated legal 
requirement has been identified as a high management priority. Assistance with the 
implementation of a performance management system for all employees is being provided by 
the Western Cape Provincial Government. To implement such a system requires the creation of 
extensive capacity, system improvements and training of supervisors and management. The 
planned rollout of the process is scheduled for July 2009, with full implementation to be attained 
towards the end of 2010. A staff member for the process implementation has in the meantime 
been appointed and is currently being trained in the system to be implemented. 
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The monitoring of the attainment of organizational objectives is done annually and is audited by 
the Office of the Auditor-General, as part of the annual audit report. For the period under review 
performance management is indicated in the 2008/2009 Audit Report as a matter of emphasis, 
because the performance system has not been implemented in full. 


Table 6: Performance Management 


Process 

Objective Achieved 

Policy and framework. 

Currently being revised. 

Performance Management Committee 

Yes 

Performance Management System - Section 57 employees 

Yes 

Performance Management System - Other employees 

No 

Annual performance report 

No 
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CHAPTER 3 


DEVELOPMENT PLANNING 


3.1 IDP PROCESSES 

Chapter 5 of the Local Government: Municipal Systems Act, 2000(Act 32 of 2000), as amended, 
stipulates that a municipal council must adopt a process plan within a prescribed period, to 
guide the planning, drafting, adoption and review of its integrated development plan (IDP). The 
IDP-document of a municipality is compiled with the intention to provide for the core principles, 
mechanisms and processes that are necessary to enable the municipality to move progressively 
towards the social and economic upliftment of local communities and to ensure universal access 
to essential municipal services that are affordable by all. 

A detailed process plan was approved by the Swellendam Municipal Council to guide the IDP 
formulation processes. The process plan was also made available for public comment, before 
adoption by council. The adopted process plan provided for specific outcomes, based on a 
consultative, participative, systematic and strategic process, which involve a wide range of 
stakeholder organizations, ward committees, political representatives and the community in 
general. Representatives from other spheres of government, sector specialists and other 
sources were also consulted, 

A new and comprehensive second generation integrated development plan was adopted by the 
Swellendam Municipal Council in May 2007, for implementation from 1 July 2007. In terms of 
the new IDP 2007-2011, vision statement of the Swellendam Municipality as an institution was 
amended to: “SHARED PROSPERITY THROUGH CO-OPERATIVE PARTICIPATION' The 
objectives and key performance areas of the Swellendam Municipality were amended, to reflect 
the new vision statement. The operational budget and medium term capital expenditure 
framework were amended accordingly to reflect the newly established expenditure priorities. 

The adopted IDP was reviewed in terms of section 34 of the Local Government: Municipal 
Systems Act, 2000(Act 32 of 2000), as amended, and the assessment and guidelines provided 
by the Western Cape Department of Local Government and Housing. Due consideration was 
also given to recent management and strategic planning initiatives as depicted by the adopted 
turn around strategy, completed programs and projects as per the baseline of the 2007/201 1 
IDP, newly identified community needs and preferences, fiscal realities and departmental inputs. 

A local authority Is legally obliged to ensure that proper public participation of communities and 
stakeholders take place, for the formulation of the IDP and the compilation of the associated 
operating and capital budgets. The respective ward committees fulfill an important role in the 
process to accomplish public participation. The ward committees meet to assist the Municipality 
in the IDP and budgeting process by: 

o identifying service delivery problems; 

o assisting with integrated developmental planning for service delivery; and 

o monitoring the progress of and performance for service delivery. 
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For purpose of the IDP processes public participation meetings are conducted in the five wards 
of the municipal area with the ward committees, political representatives and stakeholder 
organizations, for purpose of community input on the identification of service delivery needs, 
priorities and deveiopmental projects. The listed projects are prioritized by representatives of 
ward committees, and priorities were finalized by means of a prioritization model, at a budgetary 
meeting of the Swellendam Municipal Advisory Forum by ward representatives and ward 
councillors. The priorities thus identified were used to inform the 2008/2009 budget of the 
Municipality of Swellendam. 

The Swellendam Municipal Advisory Forum (SMAF) has been established for purpose of the 
IDP processes, and is composed of various sector and community representatives. The main 
function and objectives of SMAF are: 

o to receive information on planned budgetary and associated activities; 
o analyze matters of interest and determine developmental priorities for budgetary 
purposes; 

o discuss and comment on the concept integrated development plan and the revision 
thereof; 

o to facilitate the prioritization of identified projects of the IDP in the annual budget; and 
o to monitor the implementation of the IDP. 


Table 7: Development Planning. 


Process 

Objective achieved 

IDP approved by Council and tmplemented. 

Yes 

Approved IDP seen as a single inclusive and strategic 
plan for the municipaiity. 

Yes 

Was IDP prepared within set time frames. 

Yes 

Does the IDP include all core components. 

Yes 

Were community needs prioritized at ward level. 

Yes 

Was the SDF approved prior to the IDP approval by Council 

Yes 

Was the budget linked to the IDP 

Yes 

Were all sector plans prepared and included in the IDP. 

95 % completed. 


3.2 IDP SECTOR PLANNING 

The following sector plans have been included in the reviewed second generation IDP- 
document: 

o Employment Equity Plan, 
o Water Services Development Plan, 
o Spatial Development Framework, 
o Local Economic Development Strategy and Plan, 
o Socio-economic Profile, 
o Performance Management Framework, 
o HIV/AIDS Program (based on district plan). 
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o Five Year Financial Plan, 
o Five Year Capital Investment Plan, 
o Liability Investment and Cash Management Policy, 
o Draft Disaster Management Framework, 
o Integrated Waste Management Plan, 
o Housing Master Plan, 
o Skills Development Plan. 

o Master planning for Water, Sanitation and Electricity Provision. 

Sector plans still in process to be finalized, for inclusion in the future IDP reviews, are a 
reviewed Performance Management Framework and Master Plan, an Integrated Environmental 
Plan, a final Disaster Management Plan, Poverty Alleviation Plan. Heritage Study of towns and 
an Integrated Transport Plan. The Spatial Development Framework (SDF) and its associated 
zoning regulations and scheme, is the most important sector plan for sustainable and viable 
integrated development planning. The SDF and its associated plans, schemes and regulations 
of the SDF are presently still in process of being revised and / or prepared for final approval. 
Specific emphasis has therefore been placed on the design and compilation of the new 
generation spatial development framework and its associated zoning regulations to ensure that 
it is being aligned to all existing sector and master planning, and can serve as blueprint for 
future urban and rural development in terms of socio-economic, local economic, developmental 
and environmental requirements. 


3.3 ROLE OF THE OVERBERG DISTRICT MUNICIPALITY 

In terms of section 27 of the Local Government: Municipal Systems Act, 2000(Act 32 of 2000), 
as amended, a framework for integrated development planning must be compiled by each 
district municipality. The required framework has not been compiled in time by the Overberg 
District Municipality for the period under review, and has therefore not been adopted by all the 
Municipal Councils of the involved district and local municipalities as required. The IDP 
Framework of a district municipality serves as a critical road map for the local authorities in it’s 
area of jurisdiction, that should foster alignment, integration and implementation for synergy of 
actions undertaken. 

The aims of such an adopted district framework are; 

o To serve as guidance for integrated planning by the district and local municipalities. 

o To ensure involvement and an integrated planning approach by all role players. 

o To ensure that all local municipalities within the district area are in compliance with 
powers and functions allocated to them. 

o To bring about co-operative governance in a regional context for purpose of the 
alignment and co-ordination of development planning. 

o To guide the modus operand! of local authorities in respect of integrated development 
planning. 

o To ensure that all needs of communities and stakeholders are identified, acknowledged 
and addressed. 

o To insure and co-ordinate the effective utilization of financial, natural and human 
resources. 

o To ensure that approved policies and strategies informs future development planning in 
a regional context. 

o To ensure sustainable disaster management and fire brigade services for the region. 


29 


Given the situation that existed, liaison and co-operation with the Overberg District Municipality 
were extremely difficult and in most instances non-existent for the indicated process. Because 
the 2008/2009 district I DP review was not available at the time of the alignment, no clarity on 
the legal or functional status of most sector plans could be obtained and because the Overberg 
District Integrate Planning Forum was non-functional, the process of alignment was restricted 
and severely flawed. In the absence of the district I DP framework, the local municipalities of the 
Overberg region aligned their IDP-documents between themselves as far as possible, to try and 
achieve the maximum synergy possible. 
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CHAPTER 4 

SERVICE DELIVERY 


4.1 MUNICIPAL SERVICE PROVISION 


4.1 -1 SERVICE DELIVERY IN TERMS OF ALLOCATED POWERS AND FUNCTIONS 
4. 1.1.1 Services delivered bv the Swellendam Municipality. 

The following municipal services are rendered by the Municipality of Swellendam on a fulltime 
basis in terms of the powers and functions allocated to a local municipality in terms of 
Schedules 4B and 5B of the Constitution of South Africa: 

o The provision and management of two cemeteries in Swellendam, two cemeteries in 
Barrydale and one cemetery in Suurbraak. 

o The control of undertakings that sells liquor, in terms of the stipulations of zoning 
schemes. 

o The control of fencing and fences, in terms of the stipulations of applicable legislation, 
regulations and by-laws. 

o The provision of libraries and library services. Libraries are provided in the follow towns 
and suburbs, Barrydale, Swellendam (Central Business District), Swellendam (Railton), 
Suurbraak and Buffeljagsrivier. A mobile library service is also provided for old age 
homes and rural areas. 

o The management of building control and enforcement of building regulations, 
o The control of public nuisances by the enforcement of the applicable municipal by-laws, 
o The control of noise and air pollution. This service is presently provided in close 
association with the Overberg District Municipality and the Western Cape Provincial 
Government, by contracting the required skills for statutory inspections, from outside 
sources. 

o Distribution and sale of electricity in the towns of Swellendam, Barrydale and Suurbraak. 
o Enforcement of trading regulation within the whole municipal area, 
o The management and control of street trading in all towns by means of street trading 
bylaws. 

o Provision of child care facilities. 

o Provision, management and enforcing of land use planning by means of structure plans, 
spatial development framework, planning ordinance and zoning schemes regulations, 
o Provision of local economic development services, development planning services and 
the management of an industrial and commercial development incentive scheme for 
industrial and commercial investors and developers, 
o Provision and management of municipal public works in all Swellendam, Barrydale, 
Suurbraak, Buffeljagsrivier and Infanta. 

o Provision and maintenance of municipal roads, streets and sidewalks in all towns, 
villages and hamlets. 

o Provision, maintenance and management of commonage, public places, public halls, 
local amenities, beaches and amusement facilities within the municipal area, 
o Provision, maintenance and management of sport facilities in Swellendam, Barrydale, 
Suurbraak and Buffeljagsrivier. 
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o Provision and management of municipal parks and recreation within the municipal area, 
o Provision and management of storm water management services in built-up areas, 
o Management of local tourism by means of the provision of tourism information centers in 
Swellendam, Barrydale and Suurbraak. 

o Regulation, control and management of jetties, piers and local harbors/slipways, 
o Provision and management of cleansing services within the municipal area. 
o Provision and management of refuse removal services in the towns of Swellendam, 
Barrydale, Suurbraak, Buffeljagsrivier and Infanta, 
o Provision and management of landfill sites in Swellendam, Infanta and Malagas, 
o Control and regulation of billboards and the display of outdoor advertising signs, 
o Provision and management of facilities as municipal animal pounds, 
o Provision of street lighting in build-up areas, within the municipal area, 
o Provision and management of traffic services, traffic law enforcement, road markings 
and road traffic signs. 

o Provision and management of parking services and facilities in towns, villages and 
hamlets within the municipal area, 
o Supply, control and management of public transport facilities. 

o Provision, maintenance and management of water purification, the storage of potable 
water, and the reticulation and sale of potable water for human consumption and 
industrial use. 

o Storage and distribution of irrigation water in Swellendam, Barrydale and Suurbraak. 
o Provision and management of sewage disposal facilities for industrial effluent and 
sewage water, within the municipal area. 

o Provision, maintenance and management of sanitation infrastructure for the reticulation 
of industrial effluent and sewage water, within the municipal area, 
o Provision, maintenance and management of risk mitigation measures such as fire 
breaks and other interventions, 
o Management of local disaster situations. 

o The provision of emergency housing and associated municipal services for informal 
settlements. 

o The control of the keeping of animals in built-up areas, 
o Squatter control and management, 
o The eradication of alien vegetation on public land. 


4.1. 1.2 Services delivered in terms of special arrangements. 

Certain municipal services are presently being rendered in terms of special service delivery 
arrangements by external sen/ice providers, on behalf of the Municipality of Swellendam. The 
special arrangements required, are because of specific operational conditions applicable for 
service delivery, within a specific geographical area. 

(a) Lower Breeds River Conservancy Trust. 

The Lower Breede River Conservancy Trust (LBRCT) is a non-prof itable organization 
established and operated by residents residing in the villages and hamlets alongside the Breede 
River Estuary. The members of the trust are specifically involved on a voluntarily basis in nature 
conservation matters of the river estuary, as well as the use and management of the river 
estuary. 
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The operations of the LBRCT is funded through contributions from its members, income 
received from boat licensing collected on behalf of the Swellendam Municipality, fines collected 
from the enforcement of municipal river by-laws and government grants received from the 
national government for coastal and marine management on the river estuary. The finances of 
the Lower Breeds River Conservancy Trust as service provider, are monitored in terms of the 
stipulations of the Local Government: Municipal Finance Management Act, 2003 (Act 56 of 
2003), as amended. The LBRCT annually submit an operational budget of expenditure and 
income, with tariffs to the Swellendam Municipal Council for approval. 

The audited financial statements of the LBRCT for the year ending 30 June 2009 as service 
provider are annexed to the Annual Report as ANNEXURE A. 

The following specific services are rendered by the LBRCT in terms of service delivery contract: 
o The management, control and licensing of boats on the Breeds River Estuary, and the 
enforcement of municipal bylaws for the control and management of the use of the 
Breeds River. 

o The enforcement of marine resources management and conservation legislation, and 
the management of marine recourses and the coast line, 
o Provision and management of facilities for the accommodation and care of animals. 

(b) Swellendam Tourism Organisation. 

The Swellendam Tourism Organisation (STO) is a non-profitable organization established 
and operated by tourism stakeholders in the tourism sector in the area. The management 
committee of the organization are voluntarily involved in the management and co-ordination 
of tourism marketing for the municipal area. 

The operations of the STO is funded through contributions from members and a annually 
paid stipend by the Swellendam Municipality, in terms of a service level agreement. The 
finances of the STO as service provider, are monitored in terms of the stipulations of the 
Local Government; Municipal Finance Management Act, 2003 (Act 56 of 2003), as 
amended. 

The audited financial statement of the STO as service provider for the year ending 30 June 
2009 are annexed to the Annual Report as ANNEXURE B. 

(b) Independent contracted service providers. 

Municipal services are in certain instances delivered by independent service providers, 
because of certain geographical constraints. In the case of the village of Infanta, the 
delivery of municipal services, such as refuse removal, general municipal public works, 
cleansing services, road maintenance, etc. are rendered by such an independent contracted 
service provider. 


4.1. 1.3 Other aaencv services rendered. 

Various other specific services are also rendered on behalf of other spheres of government on 
an agency basis by the Municipality of Swellendam. The involved services are: 

o The management of low cost housing developments and housing schemes as agent for 
the provincial and national governments. 
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o The management and operation of a vehicle testing facility in Sweilendam as agent for 
the National Department of Transport. 

o The management and operation of a licensing center in Sweilendam as agent for the 
Western Cape Provincial Government for the licensing of motor vehicles, the issuance of 
public transport permits and the testing and issuance of learner licenses for drivers and 
driver licenses. 

o The management of a government multi-purpose community center as agent for 
provincial and central governments. The Thusong Multi-purpose Community Center, 
which was funded by government grants, has been opened in June 2008 and house 
different service providers for the community, such as government social services, 
welfare institutions, facilities for the payment of government grants and home affairs 
o The management of marine resources and coastal management as agent for the 
National Department of Environmental Affairs and Tourism: Branch Marine and Coastal 
Management, for the designated area of the Breeds River Estuary, and the Indian 
Ocean coast from the mouth of the Breeds River to Balkfontein. Afore-stated marine 
resources and coastal management services are rendered on behalf of the Sweilendam 
Municipality by the Lower Breede River Conservancy Trust as external service provider. 
The following specific marine resources and coastal management sen/ices are rendered 
in terms of the agency agreement: 

■ the electronic recording of data on marine species and poaching 
activities; 

■ the control and monitoring of fishing activities; 

» the management and protection of marine resources; 

■ the conservation of marine biodiversity; 

» the conservation of bait organisms, sea birds and line fish species; 

■ the monitoring and prevention of poaching activities; 

■ public awareness campaigns and education on marine resources; 

■ the control of off road vehicles; and 

■ the policing of activities and enforcement of marine living resources 
legislation. 

4.1. 1.4 Challenges in service delivery. 

Where problems are experienced with service delivery, the challenges need to be investigated 
and remedial strategies be implemented, to address the identified issues. Because demand for 
service delivery will always exceed the availability of resources to deliver services, integrated 
public participation and planning processes must be followed, to ensure the actual public needs 
are met and the required standards for service delivery are attained. 


4.1.2 EXTENT OF SERVICE DELIVERY FOR KEY MUNICIPAL SERVICES 

The extent of key municipal service delivery in terms of standards and effectiveness vary from 
geographical area to geographical area. If the status of key municipal services infrastructure are 
analyzed, specific trends, standards and technical problems can be identified, that need to be 
corrected to ensure optimal utilization and capacity for future growth. 
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4. 1.2.1 Provision of water services infrastructure 


The status of the provision of water infrastructure as key municipal service for each of the 
towns, villages and hamlets in the municipal area are as follows: 

Swellendam - The upper reaches of the Klippe River is the main water source for the town of 
Swellendam. The water source (raw water) for the town of Swellendam is adequate and can 
accommodate future growth. 

Water is extracted from the source via a weir into a 450 mm diameter pipe, which is routed to a 
distribution chamber, from where it is taken by means of a 250 mm diameter pipe to the 
Swellendam Water Treatment Plant. Surplus water is routed to three conservancy dams, 
namely Grootkloof 1, 2 and 3. An additional conservancy dam (Grootkioof 4) need to be 
constructed in future to accommodate future growth. The water treatment plant has been 
upgraded as far back as 1991. The water treatment plant needs to be further upgraded to 
accommodate future demand, although limited capacity is presently still available. Seven 
reservoirs are available in Swellendam to provide storage capacity for potable water. 

Water pressure and reticulation capacity has been identified in the Bakenskop area of 
Swellendam, and a second reservoir need to be constructed for the involved area to address 
the problems experienced. The water reticulation network is adequate, although the completion 
of various ring feeds in the network can improve water distribution management. Portions of the 
water reticulation network for Swellendam has been installed as far back as 1921 and need 
urgent replacement. 

Barrvdale - The Huis River is the main water source for both potable and irrigation water for 
the town of Barrydale. The Municipality has a water right of 78 hours per week from the water 
source. The water withdrawn from the water source is stored in two separate reservoirs for 
potable water and two dams for irrigation water. To ensure the availability of potable water for 
future growth and during the dry season, the storage capacity for water must be urgently 
enlarged. The availability of water for use by the town need to be augmented, and the use of 
boreholes as sources of water will have to be investigated in the near future. 

A new water treatment facility was constructed in 2005 for Barrydale. To allow for future growth 
of the town the capacity of the water treatment facility need to be upgraded again. Purified water 
is stored in three reservoirs in the reticulation system, for distribution to the various residential 
areas of the town. To optimize the storage and distribution of potable water, the reticulation 
system of Barrydale need to be revised and upgraded. 

Suurbraak - The water source for Suurbraak is located at the origin of a tributary of the 
Buffeljags River up in the Langeberg Mountain. The water received from the water source is 
piped and routed through the Buffeljags River to the water treatment plant in Suurbraak. The 
water treatment plant has recently been upgraded and has currently a purification capacity of 32 
Kl per hour. The treatment capacity is currently considered to be sufficient for a population of up 
to 7600 people. No storage facility for raw water, before treatment, is currently available and the 
lack thereof is considered to be a weakness in the water provision system for Suurbraak. 

The purified water is pumped to seven small reservoirs in the reticulation system for Suurbraak, 
for further distribution. The reservoirs available for the storage of potable water is insufficient 
and capacity need to be upgraded. 
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The water reticulation system has not been extended yet to erven north of the Buffeljags River 
and the few individuals occupying residency there on a fulltime bases, obtain their water from 
rainwater storage facilities and other water sources (water streams). The extension of the water 
distribution network to the involved area is not considered to be presently a priority because of 
the low occupancy rate of the area and because other urgent priorities need to be addressed 
first. 

Rietkuil, as an adjoining small holding area, is presently being supplied by potable water by the 
Overberg Water Board. The supply of potable water to the Rietkuil area is done by an 
independent water board under the auspices of the National Department of Water Affairs and 
Forestry. The transfer of the Rietkuil Water Scheme to the Municipality of Swellendam is 
presently being negotiated with the National Department of Water Affairs and Forestry. 

Buffeliaasrivier - The village of Buffeljagsrivier is supplied with raw water by an open irrigation 
channel from the Buffeljags Dam. The water is treated in the water treatment plant of the village 
and then stored in a reservoir for distribution. The capacity of the current water supply storage 
facility as well as the water treatment plant are not sufficient to accommodate the existing 
residents of the village in terms of supply demand or to ensure good quality potable water. 

A long term solution would be to supply the village out of the Swellendam water reticulation 
system. In order to implement the solution, the construction of a bulk water supply line between 
Swellendam and Buffeljagsrivier are required. The Swellendam water storage capacity 
(reservoirs for potable water) and water reticulation infrastrurture also have to be further 
upgraded to accommodate the additional supply demand. This solution was investigated and is 
a viable option and must be included in the future I DP and medium term expenditure framework 
for project funding. 

Infanta - Water supply for domestic and other uses are provided by the residente themselves, 
either by means of rainwater collection or from boreholes. Water used is treated individually for 
domestic consumption. No municipal water provision service is currently rendered to the villap 
of Infanta Concerns exist about the future use of boreholes, because the area is serviced by 
soak away sanitation septic tanks, which may be contaminating ground water. Long tern 
solutions for the supply of potable water are presently being investigated. The lack of available 
water sources for domestic consumption is restricting the further development of the village. 

Malagas - Some of the properties in the village have access to potable water supplied by the 
Overberg Water Board, while others make use of water sources such as rainwater collection, 
ground water from boreholes or water pumped directly from the Breede Rtver. Water used is 
treated individually for domestic consumption. No municipal water provision service is currently 
rendered to the village of Malagas. The emergency housing project presently under construction 
at Malagas, will place further strain on potable water provision. Long term solutions for the 
supply of potable water are presently being investigated. The lack of available water supply for 
domestic consumption is restricting the further development of the village. 

Stormsviei - Water supply for domestic and other uses are provided by residents tl^ienns^lves, 
by means of rainwater collection, from boreholes or water pumped directly from the Sonderend 
River Water used is treated individually for domestic consumption. No municipal water 
provision service is currently rendered to the hamlet of Stormsviei, because of various reasons, 
such as sustainability and viability. 
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Other rural areas - The Overberg Water Board is the main supplier of potable water to the 
rural areas. On agricultural holdings rivers and groundwater sources provide water for irrigation 
and farming purposes. The largest dam in the Swellendam municipal area is the Buffeljags 
Dam, with a storage capacity of 5370 thousand million cubic meters of water. Various rural 
settlements and farm schools are presently experiencing problems with sustainable access to 
and consistency of water sources, and the quality of the water available for domestic usage. 
Farm schools are in some instances serviced by municipal water tankers, to supply water for 
basic sanitation and human consumption. Service delivery contracts for the supply of potable 
water to communities are presently being negotiated with the Overberg Water Board. 


4. 1.2.2 Provision of sanitation services infrastructure 

The provision of sanitation infrastructure for towns, villages and hamlets of the municipal area, 
is mainly determined by access to a sustainable water source. Only areas with sufficient 
available water can be serviced by waterborne sewerage systems. In the absence of such 
systems, sewage suction services, septic tanks, soak away sanitation facilities and conservancy 
sewage tanks must be used for sanitation purposes. The status of the provision of sanitation 
infrastructure as key municipal service for each of the involved towns, villages and hamlets in 
the municipal area are as follows; 

Swellendam - Two sewage treatment plants, namely the Klipperivier Sewage Plant and the N2 
Sewage Plant, are presently operated for the town of Swellendam. A decision has been taken 
by the Municipal Council of Swellendam to close the N2 Sewage Plant, and to move the plant to 
another location. The rationale behind this decision is that the N2 Sewage Plant was located 
right at the entrance of the town in a very narrow urban corridor created by restricting 
geographical and topographical characteristics of the surrounding area, and was restricting the 
future urban growth of the town of Swellendam. 

The existing Klipperivier Sewage Plant, located on the north-west urban edge of the town of 
Swellendam, is to be upgraded over the next two years to replace the capacity lost because of 
the intended closure of the N2 Sewage Plant. Upgrading of the Klipperivier Sewage Plant will 
also allow for the creation of capacity for the future growth of the town of Swellendam for the 
next 20 year scenario. The existing sewage works are already exceeding their capacity and the 
upgrading of sewage disposal capacity is a very high priority. 

An environmental impact assessment for the upgrading of the Klipperivier Sewage Plant has 
been completed and a record of decision is awaited. The record of decision issued in terms of 
the environmental impact assessment will determine the design parameters of the upgrading of 
the involved sewage plant. This project is receiving the highest priority and has preferential 
status for all funding. 

The sewage reticulation system for the town of Swellendam is fairly old and need to be 
upgraded to provide for sufficient level of service for new developments resulting from the 
densification of the urban area. 

Barrvdale - The older part of the town of Barrydale is currently being serviced by conservancy 
sewage tanks, while the newer residential area of Smitsville has a waterborne sewage system. 
The sewage treatment plant in Barrydale is an oxidation pond system, which has insufficient 
capacity. Sewage purification is therefore problematic and need urgent upgrading. 
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